Editor’s Note:
Jeffrey S. Lamp, Editor

The editorial committee of Spiritus had long planned on this issue’s theme, Spiritempowered leadership, and there was unanimity that the right person to serve as
guest editor was John Thompson. John’s long experience and training in the field
of leadership positioned him to vet submissions, identify peer reviewers, and
maintain a high standard of quality. I worked closely with him in the process, and I
can attest he gave his all to see this issue come to fruition.
In the process of forming this issue, we received the sad news of the passing of
a giant in the worldwide Spirit-empowered Movement, Vinson Synan. He was a
longtime friend of Oral Roberts University, serving recently as interim dean of the
College of Theology and Ministry and as the director of the newly launched PhD
program at ORU. As we were working on this issue, the decision was made to
dedicate it to this leader for his lifetime of service to the Pentecostal Movement.
One article here, by Sally Shelton, both honors Vinson Synan’s work and examines
his approach to leadership. And we have one article that he had submitted for
publication before his death. I had planned to publish it in the Spring 2021 issue,
but the editorial committee thought it appropriate to include it in this issue.
I would like to thank John Thompson and all those who contributed to this
issue. In an odd occurrence, all of the articles and book reviews were written by
present and former ORU faculty. I am grateful for the participation of the ORU
faculty in the production of this issue. Looking forward to the Spring 2021 issue,
we already have a good selection of pieces from both ORU faculty and those
outside of the ORU community.
But for now, leadership!
Jeffrey S. Lamp (jlamp@oru.edu) is Professor of New Testament and Instructor of
Environmental Science at Oral Roberts University, Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA.
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